‘June 19,1948 -

¥r.Lincoln Barnett

CeOewilliam Sloune Asesoclates,Inc,
119 “Yest "7th Str. '
iew Yoxrk 19,N.Ye

Dear Lr.Burnetts
I find your popula;r artié_iea excellent, 1 _wis.h
to send you,however, a few short dritical remarkst
1)puge 474 part 1I: It is not good to introduce the

concept of the mass /ﬂ::_:’:__‘_ ™~ 1

ri-er

of a moving body for which no ciear definition can be given. °
I£ is better to introduce no ther mass concept than the
"rest-mass® m . Inotead of introducinlt it 18 better to mention
the expression for the momentum and energy of a %ody in wotion,

2) page 528,part I11s the sentence "it is 2lso inertidccee”
g mizleeding. Except during the times of acceleration the work
of the locomotive is only to compensate friotion. '

3) puge 534: It is not the strength of the gravitational
field but the gravitational potential which produces the red-shift,
The sentence vwould we acceptawle if ohly the word "strength is
ommi tted,
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4) (Genernl remarks: 1 do not agree with the idea
that the general theory of relativity is ge'ome_trl:ing
Phveios or the gravitational field. The concepts of Physics
have always bween geometx:ical concepts Jand I cannot see why
the g-‘ 4. £1e1d should be oalled more geometrical than f.i.
the electro-magnetic field or the distance of wodies in
Newtonian llechanics. The notion comes probably from the fact
that the mathematical origin of the ?5 - f field 1-3 the Gauss=
Riemann theory of the metrical cont1n1ntm which we are wont to
look ét as a part -of geometry, 1 m'mnvincad.howenr. that the
distinction wetween geometrical gnd nther kinds of fields is not
logically founded.

Very sincerely yours,

Albert Einntein.
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